Choanal atresia and congenital pharyngeal stenosis.
From 1980 to 1992, 8 patients with choanal atresia were treated in our facility. The female to male ratio was 5:3. One patient, a girl, had unilateral osseous obstruction with membranous closure of the opposite naris while the other 7 had bilateral osseous obstruction. Seven of the 8 had other congenital anomalies, CHARGE association (2 cases), Apert's syndrome (1 case), meningocele and banded fingers (1 case), omphalocele (1 case), subdural hematoma (1 case), and nasal fistula (1 case). Of the 7 patients who underwent endonasal surgical repair, 3 (40%) experienced reclosure. The remaining one patient, whose obstruction was of the bilateral osseous type, was successfully operated on via a transpalatal approach. Surgical correction is particularly difficult in those with craniofacial abnormalities, e.g. Apert's syndrome and maxillary hypoplasia. We treated 5 congenital pharyneal stenosis cases (CPS). Our CPS cases were divided into Types 1, 2 and 3, the latter being a new type not previously reported on. We consider Type 3 to be the result of fetal tissue remnants. We performed uvula splitting surgery in 4 cases and obtained good results in 3.